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Welcome to Kinder
 A dozen three, four, and five-year-
olds sit silently in a circle, listening to 
sounds in and around the room. After 
a few moments teacher Melody asks, 
“What did you hear?” They answer 
in English. (One week English is spo-
ken, the next week Spanish.) “Wind.” 
“Mist.” “My breath.” Kids pay close 
attention.  Five year-olds read the 
schedule of the day on the black-
board, sounding out the words.  They 
calculate the number of days that 
school has been in session using sticks 

grouped in ones and tens. Together they sing the days of the week in five languages. 
They then each turn their focus to the Montessori stations around the room where they 
quietly look at books, draw, paint, weave, play with water, creating, taking initiative, and 
seeing tasks through to completion. Kids work together like a family, the older ones 
teaching and helping the younger ones.   The joy of learning is palpable, and the sense 
of purpose is great.
     As the children graduate to first grade, they feel confident, independent, smart, and 
grounded in the knowledge that they are loved. They have learned to resolve conflicts 
on their own, having gotten into the habit of talking out their problems at the Peace 
Table, without adult supervision.  Melody and her co-teacher Elieth are committed to 
growing and learning alongside their students, always open to change and better ways to 
teach. Their many years of experience give them the wisdom to know when and how to 
open windows and doors of opportunity for their students.  This year the Kinder was 
expanded to 27. That is ten more students who are loving school from the start.

 The 11th and 12th graders worked passionately 
to raise funds to visit the Emberá, an indigenous group 
in the Darien, Panama. The Emberá people continue 
to live in relative isolation, practicing slash and burn 
agriculture, hunting and gathering.  As Western culture 
expands, the Emberá are also exploring the possibilities 
of eco-tourism. Two of the students’ main goals were 
to better understand an indigenous perspective on the 
world and to obtain perspective on their own cultures. 
Teacher Jonathan Ogle also hoped the trip would 
‘stimulate thinking about the challenges and paradoxes 

of sustainability and conservation, both environmental 
and cultural.’ Here are a few of the students’ reflec-
tions: 
 Naomi recalled,  “Walk-
ing to the village in the dark 
with children holding both of 
your hands was one of the most 
loving experiences I have had.”  
Emma shared: “When we asked 
Jonathan why the children and 
people followed us and stared the way they did, Jona-
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Your Financial Support Matters
Thank you! Donors like you have provided scholarships to 43 of the 
115 students enrolled this year.  Since our appeal in November we have 
raised nearly two thirds of the $60,000 we need to provide scholarships 
for the next school year. By making a financial contribution today, you will 
enable us to continue to provide financial assistance for those families that 
value a Quaker education but could not afford to pay tuition.

Click here and donate now
If you prefer to pay with a check, click here for our donation form you can 
print, fill out and mail to Monteverde Friends U.S. in the United States.
We appreciate your support.
     Monteverde Friends U.S., is a tax-exempt organization in the United 
States that supports the Monteverde Friends School as one of its highest 
priorities.  The full amount of each contribution is deductible for federal 
income tax purposes in the year it is made, to the extent permitted by law.

With your scholarship support,
more students receive

an education based
on Quaker values.

than answered, ‘I’d do the same too if people from 
Mars came to visit me.’   Pamela said, “While here [in 
Monteverde] we have a pair of shoes to go out, another 
to play, another to be inside the house, and another to 
go to Mass, in La Chunga they only need something to 
cover their little feet and even then many go barefoot.” 
 “While picking beans,” Randy said “I found 
myself thinking how people need to plant food to 
survive and how we, the civilized people do not plant 

even cilantro 
for our food, 
that is why I am 
starting to value 
the work my 
father does to 
plant the beans 
that we eat, and 

how I admire the people who plant rice because it is 
the principle food in the Costa Rican diet.” Paula asked  
“Why have degrees and money become more impor-
tant than producing our own food?”
  “The traditional garb exposed more of the 
body than we are used to seeing,” commented Ruby.  
“The top of a woman and the back side of men.  Na-
kedness was defined differently, and people viewed 
the human body in a … refreshing way.  No longer 
was it objectified, sexualized, inappropriate, and no 
longer was it something to tuck away under layers of 
clothing and keep secret.” Heidi was “thinking about 
feelings of shame concerning our bodies, and where 
does that come from?  But with Flora, Oralia, and the 
other women in the village, there wasn’t really a sexual-

ity about their breasts, it didn’t seem to be an issue at 
all, it just was what it was.” Jose remembered how the 
Emberá perceived his body: “One of the events that I 
think some of my classmates didn’t have the chance to 
experience was to play soccer with some of the teenag-
ers.  First, they thought I was from the States, or didn’t 
know that I could speak Spanish. So they started telling 
each other to play soft, since I was playing, and I was 
delicate. They said that my flesh and bones were deli-
cate and soft, and that they shouldn’t play hard because 
I could end up getting hurt badly. All I did was smile.”
 Many students enthusiastically spoke of the 
moving of a canoe from where it was carved from a 
tree trunk to the river; Curtis said, “the piragua haul was 
the event that convinced me of the ability of a group 
of people with a strong enough will to do anything.  … 
Initially, I was doubtful after seeing the size of the boat 
and the steep-
ness of the hill 
we had to pull 
it up.  …  But 
once everyone 
took their place 
on the rope and 
pulled it taut as 
we all prepared to begin to haul, I knew we could do 
it. At first it was only a foot or two each heave, but as 
everyone found their rhythm we began to pull the pira-
gua farther each time. Five feet, ten feet, one incredible 
haul even lasted for fifty feet if not more.” 
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